
Prayer for God’s Healing of Racism 
Opening Song

Litany of Peace     
Dan Schutte

God of all creation;  God of every nation                  Response:           Let us be your peace.
God of past and present; God of future ages . . .

God beyond our knowing; God who walks among us . . .

God of great compassion; God of tender mercy . . .

To the heavy burdened; to the brokenhearted . . .

To the poor in spirit; to the ones imprisoned . . .

On the fields of battle; in the days of darkness . . .
As we work for justice; with our hands and voices . . .

As we wait in longing; with our words of comfort . . .

When night surrounds us; when fear enfolds us . . .

When hate divides us; when pride consumes us . . .

To all who suffer; to those who sorrow . . .

With hope and healing; with light and loving . . .

In death and darkness; in joy and gladness . . .

Here and at all times; now and forever . . .
Prayer to Our Triune God

God of graciousness who welcomes all, we come as those you welcome.  We come as those called to welcome.

Christ who reached across all peoples, Messiah who looked the other in the eyes with love, challenge us with your radical example of love.  Stretch us to engage the way you engage.  Humble us to receive and be.

Spirit who challenges, Spirit who connects, urge us to compassion.  Break down our resistance.  Strengthen our resolve.  Flow through our bodies.  Use us as your vessels to bring welcome, compassion, justice and love.  Amen.
Reading:  Isaiah 45: 15-25

Response:  Reflection from “The Olive Branch”  9/2011  by Scott Mc Larty

Prayer for Eliminating Racism
For an end to discrimination in all of its forms . . .
Response:  Gracious God, hear our prayer!
That each person may be respected and valued as a child of God . . .

That the Church may be a witness and a universal sign of unity among all peoples . . .

That each of us may acknowledge our part in mistakes and sins of the past pertaining to discrimination and racism . . .

For a spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation among peoples who share a history of mutual mistrust, hatred or aggression . . .
That the victims of racial prejudice may forgive those who persecute them, and that their persecutors may have a change of heart . . .

That we may work to influence the attitudes of others by expressly rejecting racial stereotypes, slurs and jokes and that we may be affirming of the cultural contributions of every racial group in our world . . .

That we may make a personal commitment to abolish social structures which inhibit economic, educational and social advancement of the poor . . .

That we may work for decent working conditions, adequate income, housing, education and health care                           for all people . . .

Our Father   (All)
Abba in heaven, your name is holy!

Your justice come, Your will be done, on earth as in the heavens.

Fill us this day with all that we need.

Teach us to heal as you have healed us.

Bring us not to the test but deliver us always from the power of evil.

You alone are God and all belongs to you!  Amen.

Closing Prayer   (All)
Almighty God, source of our life, we acknowledge you as Creator of all people: of every race, language and way of life.  Help us to see each other as You see us: your daughters and sons loved into being and sustained by your parental care.  Keep watch over our hearts so that the evil of racism will find no home with us.  Direct our spirits to work for justice and peace so that all barriers to your grace which oppress our sisters and brothers will be removed.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
Closing Song

God of Day and God of Darkness
God of day and God of darkness, now we stand before the night; as the shadows stretch and deepen, come and make our darkness bright.   All creation still is groaning for the dawning of your might, when the Sun of peace and justice fills the earth with radiant light.

Still the nations curse the darkness, still the rich oppress the poor; still the earth is bruised and broken by the ones who still want more.  Come and wake us from our sleeping so our hearts cannot ignore, all your people lost and broken, all your children at our door.

Show us Christ in one another, make us servants strong and true; give us all your love of justice, so we do what you would do.  Let us call all people holy, let us pledge our lives anew, make us one with all the lowly let us all be one in you.
You shall be the path that guides us, you the light that in us burns; shining deep within all people, yours the love that we must learn.  For our hearts shall wander restless ‘til they safe to you return; finding you in one another, we shall all your face discern.
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